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know gas was leaking in the car, 
though.” 

The next thing Hoyle saw “was 
a shot of flames go across the 
floor” and then he was “engulfed 
in flames.” 

‘T knew I had to get out,” 
Hoyle said. ‘Tt was get out or die 
and I wasn't really thrilled with 
the second choice.” 

After unbuckling his safety 
harness, Hoyle was able to get 
out of the car, which by now was 
totally consumed by flames. 

“From a seated position I just 
dove headfirst through the win¬ 
dow and landed in the mud in a 
puddle of flames. 

“As soon as I landed my pants 
were still on fire. I beat them out 
myself with my gloves. It’s sur¬ 


prising how qjtoick you think when 
you’re on fiijw” 

Since the accident, race organ¬ 
izers have en<?ouraged drivers to 
wear protective clothing. Rule 
changes alsowiave been made on 
gas tank colstruction and bat¬ 
tery insulatia). 

A videotw)e of the derby 
showed he wj ; inside the burning 
car 10.4 secc ds. 

Hoyle sai< he was conscious 
the entire til e and never really 


felt any pain 


There was a real 


strong stingl g feeling at best, 
but basically ^our body goes into 
shock.” 

The first }erson to rush to 
Hoyle’s aid vi s a Washoe County 
deputy shell who was driving 
the car that i Hided with Hoyle’s 
and touched iff the fire. Hoyle 
said he “pri tty much just sat 


there” and let others take care ( 
him. 

Hoyle was first taken to till 
U.C. Davis Burn Unit in Sacra 
mento, where it was found he haj 
third-degree burns over 34 per 
cent of his body. 

He spent the next 22 days ur 
dergoing three major skin graf| 
operations. 

Hoyle says that in his first fev 
days at the hospital he was del 
pressed and he feared he woulcf 
not be able to resume his policy 
career. 

But his family, friends and co4 
workers were tremendously supJ 
portive. When Dr. Anne Missaj 
vage, his surgeon and director ofl 
the burn unit, reassured him he 
would be able to go back to work,j 
“it made my day,” he said. 

What helped Hoyle recover, | 


Missavage said, was his good at¬ 
titude and the fact that ''he was 
motivated from the outset that 
he was going to be able to go 
back into police work.” 

Hoyle said city and police ad¬ 
ministrators have all been very 
supportive, which made coming 
back to work after three months 
of hospitalization a lot easier. 

Before he was hurt, he was 
working as a patrol officer. 
When he returned, he spent nine 
months working light duty in the 
traffic division as an accident in¬ 
vestigator and went back to full- 
duty status in March as a motor¬ 
cycle officer. 

"It’s a matter of principle, like 
being thrown off a horse,” Hoyle 
said. “You get back on the horse. 

1 knew in the hospital I was 
going to drive again.” 






Oakland poEce officer, Gi^figbter set wedding date 


By Harry Harris JUL27B92 

Tribune staff writer m w w 



I T WASNT LOVE at first sight, but from the 
ashes of last October’s East Bay firestorm, 
a romance has blossomed. 

And that means wedding bells soon for 
an Oakland police »Wieer and a firefighter. 
Officer . Murra^ Hoyl ^ and firefighter Kim 


Finger will wed Aug. » at a church near where 


they first met Oct. 20. 

Hoyle, 33, a motorc} 
only never expected to 
the job but also though 
life. I’m kind of tough ti' 

Finger, 26, whose fa 
California police sere' 
thought she would meet 

work. , L -j ..t 

“No, it was quite thefiopposite,” she said. 1 


e officer, said he not 
t his future wife on 
“I’d be single all my 
get along with.” 
er is a University of 
nt, likewise never 
er future husband at 


was hoping I wouldn’t meet someone on the 
job." 

But. she said, “you can’t deny yourself hap¬ 
piness and our compatability is so great.” 

They first met Oct. 20 at the intersection of 
Lawton Avenue and Broadway. Ho^le was at a 
traffic post at the intersection liter helping 
evacuate residents. 
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A tire lieutenant asked him to 
stay with Finger, who was sit¬ 
ting on a nearby lawn obviously 
in pain from a twisted knee, until 
an ambulance arrived. 

“She had soot all over face. 
She was pretty dirty but cute as 
hell,” Hoyle said. 

Hoyle remembers asking if 
Finger wanted a soda, candy or 
a sandwich. “She refused every¬ 
thing. She was definitely not in a 
good mood. She had screwed up 
her knee, but she wanted to con¬ 
tinue fighting the fire.” 

The ambulance finally arrived 
I Mwl BmitTtiM nnrnmftliri^ ir 

no uncertain terms she did not 
want to go to the hospital. 

“She’s hard-headed as a 
mule,” Hoyle said. “They 
checked her out and she con¬ 
vinced them she was all right.” 

Hoyle said he had seen Finger 
once before at a downtown traf¬ 
fic accident. “She caught my eye 
then and when I saw her at the 
fire she definitely got my atten¬ 
tion.” 

To break the ice a little, Hoyle 
asked Finger if she wanted some 
bubble gum. “Her eyes lit up and 
she said sure. I gave her the 
whole pack.” 

During the next five days their 
paths kept crossing in the fire 
zone and Hoyle eventually asked 
her out. 

They met for breakfast near 
Jack London Square and a blush¬ 
ing Hoyle said, “I guess you 
could say it blossomed from 
there.” 

when she f irst saw 

nu^ic >>ci> 

that a “police officer had been 
sent to take care of me. I wanted 
to go back to fighting fires. 

“I felt like telling him, ‘Get 
away from me. I don’t want your 
help.’ I really wasn’t looking for 
conversation from him.” 

She said her attitude changed 
when he gave her the bubble 
gum. “He finally offered me 
something I like.” 

Finger said Hoyle initially 
asked her to dinner, but she told 
him that “daytime dates only” 
was her rule for the first one. 

“I was initially apprehensive 
about dating him. Something my 
mom told me a long time ago: 
Don't go out with cops and don’t 
marry one.” 

Finger’s parents, Yolanda and 
Phillip, have been married al¬ 
most 35 years. 

At the breakfast date. Finger 
said three-quarters of Hoyle’s 


conversation was about ms picK- 
up truck- “I figured he was 
harmless at that point.” 

They started dating more and 
finally, at a fire department 
Christmas party Dec. 19, Hoyle 
asked her to marry him — and 
she said yes. 

Hoyle said he decided to pop 
the question for a variety of rea¬ 
sons. “I love her, she’s very phys¬ 
ically fit, we both like the out¬ 
doors, woodworking, and one 
thing that really attracted me is 
she has real good work ethics. 
She never calls in sick and the 
other firefighters respect her.” 

He said Finger was reluctant 
to accept his passion for demoli- . 
timv l^ansft he was 5;e- • 

verely burned in one three years 
ago. But after going to one with 
him earlier this year she got the 
bug and now wants to drive, 
Hoyle said. 

Finger said their courtship 
was a bit more romantic than 
that. 

“We had briefly kind of teas- 
ingly talked about getting mar¬ 
ried. When he asked at the party 
it kind of surprised me. I thought 
he was kidding me. But he con- 
viced me when he called his 
brother in Ukiah from the party 
and told him.” 

Aside from the fact she loves 
Hoyle very much. Finger said 
she accepted his proposal be¬ 
cause “we have a lot in common. 
We both like the outdoors, being 
in the country and getting our 
hands dirty,” 

Also “our sense of humor is 
compatible. We make each other 
laugh.” 

“I felt pretty special because 

a — uU Mcnv!. 

Murray Hoyle was getting mar¬ 
ried. He’s really got to mean it. 
He really made me feel very 
special,” she said. 

The significance of their rela¬ 
tionship beginning during the 
tragedy of the fire, where a po¬ 
lice officer and a battalion fire 
chief were among the 25 killed, 
is not lost on them. 

Said Finger: “I guess you can 
say it’s a miracle in itself this 
happened to me during a tragic 
part of the city’s history. But it is 
good that some happiness can 
come out of it.” 

Hoyle said: “It’s somewhat 
unique, the silver lining through 
the dark cloud. We lost (police 
officer) John Grubensky and 
they lost Chief (James) Riley 
and that put a damper on every¬ 
thing. You can’t be happy the 
fire happened, but I'm happy I 
met her. ” 










